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H E Clriftion Miniſtry, where- 
ever it's genuine Purpoſes are 
> honeſtly purſued, is fo evidently 


” and Goodneſs, the Improvement 

„ and-preſent Happineſs, as well as 
the final Salvation of Mankind, that it muſt in- 
gage the Eſteem of all, who are Friends to Truth, 


Virtue, and Piety. It has yet ſo happened, N 


this Inſtitution has ſunk in the Opinion of ſome 
of this character; becauſe many Perſons em- 
ployed in it, have neglected tho great and bene- 
ficial Ends of their Office, or have proſecuted 


Ends directly oppoſite ; ak” have eſtabliſhed. 


their own Power or Wealth on the Ruins f 
Truth and Piety, In the Text, which I have 
. Jaſt read to you, the Apoſtle Paul difclaims ſuch - 
an | Abuſe of the Miniſterial Character, aod 


A 2 N * 


fitted to promote true Religion 


points to a chief original Degen th it; and it 


may not be unũſeful, if at this =o we 
- cceafibn from them to Canter, 


$ © 4p 


* What "that Dominion over . Faith of 
' Chriſtians is, which an inſpired Apoſtle 
6 .- diſclaims for himſelf, and much more for 
I uninſpired Miniſters of the Golpel. 
| a 
1]. In what manner Chriſtian Miniſters are 
to approve themſelves, Helpers of the 
Fee Foy. This will . the way 
for ſome RefleFions able to * Solemni- 5 
vt: the _ | ; 


- 1. Let us conſider, wherein that Dominion 5 
oer the Faith of Chriſtians conſiſts, which 
aan #n/pired Apoſtle diſclaims for bimſelf, 7 
and much more for all uninſpired Miniſters + 
of the Goſpel. | HR 
God, who is a Being of infinite a e ge 
and Veracity, hath alone a right to our —— 
belief, and unlimited ſubmiſſion; and other 
Beings can juſtly claim our belief and ſubmiſſi- 
on only in proportion, as they bes of his 
Perfection and Authority, - : 
When the God of Truth, in his great Win 
dom and Goodneſs, was determined to reſtore 2 
in an extraordinary manner the Light of true 
Religion to a corrupted and benighted World, 
he choſe for affecting this purpoſe his own Son, 
the brightneſs of bis Glory, and the N * 


* * Matt, xxiii, 9. b * Heb. i. Io lan. 18. vid. 12. 7 0 


=. 
: 

1 
1 

| 2 


1 5 of 
Id Perfeions, whom be gas Go his . 


his . by numberleſs Miracles, and by 


raiſing him from the dead, declared him Lord : 


both of the dead and living, and that he had giv- 
en unto him all Power in Heaven and in Earth. 


As therefore * us Chriſtians there is but one 
God and Father gf all, of whom. are all things, 
| fo but one Lord even Feſus Chriſt, by whom are 


all things ; and whom we are to hear, believe, 


and obey. in all things, relating to. religions 


Truth and Practice. 


He expreſsly commanded his. Diſciples * to 
call no Man maſter, that is, to yield to no man 


in religious matters an implicit belief and obedi- 


ence, ſince one is our Maſter even Chriſt, and 
all we are Brethren, And when he ſent forth 
his Apoſtles to * diſciple all nations, he gave 


them this charge, Teach them to obſerve all things 


whatſoever Ĩ bave commanded you. His Apoſtles, 
though furniſhed by him with extraordinary 
Powers and Gifts, that they might ſpread and 
confirm his Religion in the world, yet were not 


to demand the belief of any, farther than they 
proved to them by their © Miracles and other 
evidences, that the 1 which they taught 
were indeed the Doctrines of Chriſt, If they 


n to Re Old Teſtament, as n : 
> 1: 


© John iii. 34. Hawn, i. 4+ xiv. 9. Matt. xxviii. 18. 
© 1 Cor. viii. 6. Matt. xviii. 5. Matt. Xxiii. 8, 9. 
c Matt, ni 19. 20. 2 Mick xvi. I e Acts ii. * 


* * 


| ſom. to be the Light of. the world, and to. reveal 
unto Men the whole counſel of Ged. © Unto bim 
be gave his Spirit without meaſure, confirmed 


| what they 1 their ta" Ar the © 
* noble Bereans, were encouraged to examine. 


and compare the Scriggures, and fee whether 


their Doctrine was agreable to them, and con- 


firmed by them. I bead, faith St. Paul, as to 


| wiſe Men, judge ye what I ſay. And that even 
_ "hs Apoſtles were to prove to the underſtand= ' 
ings of their diſciples, that their inſtructions 


were at all times conſiſtent with what Chriſt 


had taught, and with what they themſelves had 


before delivered, appears from the ſame Apoſtle's 


declaration to the converts he had made in Ga- 


latia ; 3 © Vue, or an Angel from Heaven, preach 
any other Geſpel unto you than that which We have 


' preached unto you, let him be accurſed. 


Farther —While they preached and propat - 
gated the Goſpel, they were not to /ee& their 


© own Honour, Wealth, or Power, but to preach 

.  1Chrifl TFeſus the Lord, and themſelves the 
Church's Servants for Yeſus ſake. They were 
to live 10 Chrift, not to themſelves, and to endea- 
vour that all might ſubmit to him as their 
Lord, believe his . Truths, and ,obey his Pre- 


cepts, and be prepared for his glorious King- 


dom in Heaven, and that Chriſt might be thus 
_ magnified, either by their Life or Death. - | 


Agreably to theſe inſtructions St. > Paul, 5 


| "when ſome amongſt the Corinthians queſtioned 
his Authority, appealed to the miraculous 


Powers and Gifts, which he had exerciſed | 
amongſt them, and "communicated to them. 


7 . e . > 


Ad, xvii. 1 1 2 Cor. x. 15. * Gal. tn. 


11 . Phil. i. 20. . En : 


— - 
* 
. 


= - e ay A 7 TER a falls. 400- 
= /, continued his Oppoſition, pretending that 
St. Paul contradicted the Law of Moſes, and 
taught differently from the other Apoſtles, par- 
ticularly Cephas; and took occaſion, from St. 
Paul's not coming to Corinth, as he had pro- 
3 _ poſed, to inſinuate, that he was not able to 
maintain his Doctrine. Upon this the Apoſtle 
in a ſolemn manner calls God to witneſs, that 
it was compaſſion not fear that kept him Rill at 
a diſtance; that 0 fare them, be came not a 
yet. unto Corinth. He delayed it, that he might 
give the Deceiver and his party time to conſider 
and repent ; and that he might not be obliged 
to maintain his Authority and Credit as an 
Apoſtle, by inflicting 5 ſuch 
Puniſhment upon them, as he had re inflict- 
ed on » Elymas the Sorcerer, when he tnalici- 
ouſly oppoſed the Truth. But then apprehen- 
ſive, leſt this declaration might appear like 
aſſuming an undue Authority, as if he would 
 terrify them into a belief, without clearing u 
their Objeftions, and giving them full proof, 
that he had taught the Truth, . he adds in the 
Text, Not for that we have Dominion over your 
Faith, That is, according to Mr. Locke's judi- 
cious Paraphraſe, Not that I pretend to fuch 
an Authority over your Faith, as to require 
© * you to believe. what I have taught you, with- 
© out coming to you, when I am expected to 
% maintain and make it good. For it is by that 
5 Faith you * 1 are . for the .fa> 


your - 
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_ your * God, Anil to chriſtian Virtue and 
Obedience, and prepared for Happineſs. © r 5 
4 1 forbore to come, a9 one concerned to | 
© ſerve and help forward your Joy, of which 
«to you, whilſt 1 thought you in an eſtate 
„, which would require a ſeverity from me 
_ «which would trouble you. | 
Faith of others, who requires their belief with 


the ſubjects of another, who endeavours to eſta- 
: Prince. - 


cd by his infallible Spirit, declined all appear- 
| ance of claiming an Authority, which might 


lowing Obſervations, and praiſe accordingly. 


muſt feach 25% ber Doctrines or band. 
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tc I am tender; and therefore declined coming 


He therefore aſſumes a Dominion over. Py 
out or beyond evidence. And he brds it over 


bliſh his own Authority, not the Authority of 
the Sovereign who imploys him; and to ſerve 
his own Jnirrefts, not the Intereſts of his 


If then St. Paul, veſted as he was by Chriſt 
with extraordinary Powers, and peculiarly guid- 


be. abuſed to ſpiritual Tyranny, much more 
ought — Miniſters, who for the main 

ate on a level with their Chriſtian Brethren, to 

decline all ſach appearances, and ſtill more the 

itſelf. We ſhall do this, my Brethren in 

the Miniſtry, if we honeſtly attend to the fol- 


. If Chriſtian- Ariniſters would avoid the 
guilt of arrog#ting to "themſelves ? Dominion 
over the Faith of their fellow Chriſtians, they 


e of Chriſt, what after a careful and 
. impat- 


ene en err. e 


» 


. e me abby thay "find" 4; Kath ch; x 
" either. by 57 555 4 his inſpired Apoſtles. 
| is L it 


He is Lord over the Faith and Practice of others, 
whoſe Doctrines are upon his Teſtimony and 
Autlurity received” as divine Truthe, and his 
Directions as divine Commands. Cbriß is thus 
our Lord. When he returned to Heaven, he 
left us in the Records of the New Teſtament 
the Truths and Precepts which he had delivered 
in Perſon, or by his infallible Spirit 1 in his Apo- 
les, to be the Objetts of Faith, and Rules of 
living i in his Kingdom to the End of the World. 
And theſe, together with the inſpired Writings 
of the OH J. efiament, to which our Lord gave 
| the 1 ſandtion of bis Authority, are able to make 
8 l to Satvation, through Faith in Chriſt 
Jus. Are profitable for” Doctrine, for Re 
Proof, for Currection, and Inſtruction in Righte- 
cue; that the man ' of God' may be per feet, tho- 
"roughly furniſhed unto all good works. As far as 
theſe are honeſtly ſtudied, believed, and obeyed. 
Cbriſt is believed, and obeyed, acknowledged, 
and ſubmitted to as our Lord. 
But from a regard to our on Tmaginations, . 
or the Prepoſſe/ſons of 4 Party, to recommend 
Doctrines and Rules of Life to the Church f 
| God as of divine Authority, without firſt 'fatif- 
fying ourſelves by a ſerious and impartial inqui- 
ry, chat (ui hath: really revealed and erb 
thoſe, this is to make our/elves, or the Leaders 
5 of our N Ee. over One Heritage, and 


e 


"IN — 44 Lake xvi. 29. | Tz A "Ol Vet, 5. 


reraurmel, % ͥͤ 8 


| (x 10 7 . 
| Kinge l in che Kingdom of 2 which'i is by 
no means conſiſtent with the character of faith- 
> ſubjects to him. If we would keep our 
ſelves clear of this offence, laying afide as intire- 
1y as poſſible all prejudices, we muſt apply our- 
{elves to the ſtudy of the Scriptures, uſing dilt- | 
| gently all the helps of critical learning in our 
wer for diſcovering their real meaning, and, 
join with theſe * . earneſt prayers to God, that 
he would lead us into all neceſſary Truth. It 
muſt be the language of our fouls, © I will hear 
e what the Lord ſays; I will receive, teach, 
be and obey that, and that only.” ; 
Inſtead of coming to the Scriptures TY a 
determined reſolution to find in them the fa- 
vourite Tenets of a Party, and right or wrong 
10 draw from them proofs to countenance 
theſe, we muſt come with a determined reſolu- 
tion to diſcover if poſſible the genuine Doc- 
trines and Precepts of Chriſt our Lord, in their 
full evidence and extent, and by theſe to try 
| all the Doctrines and Commaidanents of Men; 
and to reject whatever we find contrary to our 
divine rule, or unwarranted by it, though it 
have had the ſanction of venerable names; 
while we abide by what we diſcover Chriſt to 
have revealed or eſtabiſhed, though raſh and 
fallible men may have branded it with the 
names of Hereſy and Error. If we act other- | 
wiſe, we raiſe the Heads of Parties, to be Lords 
of Piith i in oppoſition to Chriſt, and make aur. 
* * pad ger them, AT 


db 3 ＋ ; 


. Nor | 


t Lake 5.9 | 


Nor a we 188 4 a to wu 5 
up ourſelves, and our | own imaginations, but we 
muſt be very careful that we deliver nothing as 
Doctrines or Commands of Chriſt, which an 
honeſt Inquiry has not convinced us to have 
been really revealed and commanded by him. 
They are awful words of St. Paul, and we 
| ſhould keep them in conſtant Remembrance. 1 
* Other foundation can no man lay, than that 


is laid, which is Fefus Chriſt, Now if any man 
build upon this foundation gold, fitoer, precious : 
ones, Tong, hay, flubble ; every man's work 


Hall be made manifeſt, for the day ſhall declare 
it, becauſe it ſhall be revealed ” fire. And the 
fire Joe try every man's work, of what fort it is. 

man's work abide wks be hath built 
Hereupon, be ſball receive a reward, If. * 


mant work be burnt he ſhall ſuffer loſs, but £ 
bimſelf ſball be ſaved, yet ſo as by fire, or as a 
man hardly eſcaping out of a fire. | 

2, Having thus prepared ourſclves to hath 
be. genuine Doctrines of Cbriſt, we muſt de- 
. fire and demand the aſſent or obedience of 
others no farther, than we can by good argu- 
ments convince them, that the things which 
we teach are the Do#rines and Laws of Chri ft 
aur Lord. He who receives a Doctrine, or 
 praQiſes a Precept, becauſe he is convinced it 
is the Doctrine or Precept of Chriſt, he, and 
be alone, is in this reſpe& the ſubject of 
Chriſt, and regards him as Lord. If falliblle 
men require others, whether convinced or not, 


N ' v.19 , i by +1 
e 21 C OO OST 


® believe or * in defarench i to thin Autho- 

„they make. themſelves Lords to the = ad 
E of Chriſt, and arrogate Dominion over their 
Faith, 

As to the great Doctrines therefore of Nat . 
ral Religion, which the. * Goſpel takes $0e- 
granted. and which are the foundations of our 
Faith in any Divine Revelation, becauſe theſe 
can only be roved-. by reaſonings on the nature 
of things, the frame of the world, and the 
like; we muſt, by arguments of this ſart, ad- 
dteſſed to che Reaſon of Men, ehdeavour: to 
eſtabliſh in them the belief of the Being, Per- 
fections, and moral Providence of God; of the 
moral and eſſential differences of characters and 
actions, and of a future ſtate of recompences. 
* He that cometh to God, ſays the Apoſtle, muſt 
"believe that be is, and that he is a. rewarder of 
them who diligently ſeek him. As all men there- 
fore are obliged to receive theſe Triiths, and = 

ate ?. capable of diſcerning the evidehces: of 
them; all they, whom we would confirm in 
the faith of theſe, have a right to demand 
from us rational grounds for their faith. T 
require that they ſhould believe, without g 
reaſons, what we affirm on theſe heads, is to : 
exalt ourſelves i into. Lords of Faith, and degrade 15 
them to a level with brutes. 5 

As to the Articles and L Duties as Reil, 
which we would have them receive and practiſe, 
we en ni an 1 to > the "PACE. ex- 

190 Plained 
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E pine ucroing to be Hikes val fl wegen: 5 
tion, prove to them, that the Boctrines, which 
we affert- to be contained in ſuch paſſages " 
|  Seripture, ard really taught therein by Chriſt, | 
and the Precepts really enjoined by him. For 
| any Man, of Body of Men, either alone, of 
aſlembled in Councils or Synods, to require e 
others to ſubmit to his or their determinations, 
as Rules of Faith or Practice, without firſt | 
making it plain to their Underſtandings, that 
they have determined according to the mind of 

_ Chriſt, is really to make themſelves Lords of - 
# Faith, and to exerciſe the Domimom which St. 
Paul renounces. If the Council of Nice or of 
Trent ;"if a Coroocation at London, or the Synod 


at Meſtminſter, have determined Articles of 


Faith, and proved them by the Scriptures, theß 
| nfo to be received by all who diſcern the pf. 
Not for any Authority in theſe. Eccleſiaſtical. 
Bodies, but on account of the Evidonce. they 
bring with them. And where this Evidenre F 
does not appear, their Decries are to be Teject- 5 
ed as warrantably, as if they were merely the . 
| determinations of a fingle undignified Perſon,” 
Nor ought” we, after having nobly caſt off 
| the Authority of others as Lords over our Faith, 
to aſſume Dominion to ourſelves, by exacting 
| Faith or Obedience merely on the pretence o 
| our own Authotity. To Reaſon, 70 the Lare : 
and to the Toftimony, all are zuthoriſed to ap- 
peal; and by theſe our Döcttines are as ſubje&t ; 
70 be tried as. the Dearines of any others. If 
. | TR 


e 


| wo -þ 
Perſons do not immediately Jie to to our. 1 _ 
ments, we muſt not x pronounce them diſhoneſt Bl 


= : . oF Kupid, but carefully examine, whether we 
= ourſclycs are not miſtaken. And if after a re- 
view we ſee good reaſon to conclude, that we i 


have Truth of our ſide, we ſhould try whether 
lacing our Arguments in other Lights, or of- 
ring new, taken from Reaſon and Scripture ; 
whether continued kindneſs and candor, joined 
with a good Example, may not T over 
their Prejudices. For the ſervant of the Lord 
muſt not ftirive, but be gentle unto all men, apt to 
teach, patient; in meekneſs inſtructing thoſe who 
oppoſe themſelves, becauſe God may thus give them 
repentance to the acknowledgement of the Truth. 
Where we cannot by good Arguments con- 
vince others, to pronounce them Enemies to 
Truth and Goodneſs, is to. exalt ourſelves into 
Lords indeed. Tis claiming not only infallibi- 
-lity as to Doctrine, but ſuch a knowledge of the 
_beart as qualifies us certainly to determine, that 
it is a want of honeſty and of love to the 
Truth, not a want of ability to diſcern the evi- 
| _ which occaſions perſons to differ from 
And who art thou that judgeſt another mans 
> ? To his own Maſter. be ſtandeth or fall- 
eth, faith St. Paul. And why doſt thou judge 
: thy Brother ; and ſet at nought thy Brother? For 
we . ſhall all fland before The judgment feat of 
Chriſt; who ſearcheth' the hearts; who is the 
alone Lord and e both of: the dead and 


living. 5 
3. If : 


Tim. ii, 24. Rom. xiv. 4. Rer. ii. 29. 
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11 dye . avoid the Guile of ala ping 


| Dakine ober the Faith of Chriſtians, i -4 ET 
| the Church of Chriſt, our great aim and endea- 


our mut be. to HO. Tu” 1 18 Ends 


E. renting 1 Poa Au to 7 their N 
| prevailing paſſions, whether the love of Power, 


of Riches, of Pleaſure, or the like, When the 


Apoſtles diſcovered ſomething, of this Temper, 
and ſtrove amongſt themſelves who ſhould be 
greateſt, in the temporal Kingdom, which they 
flattered themſelves that Jeſus as Meſſiah would 
ſoon erect, our Lord at once diſappointed and 


condemned all ſuch views, ſayi ying to them. 


© The Kings f the Gentiles exerciſe 4 Lordſhip 
ober ee, but pe ſhall. not be ſo, He that is 
greateſt among £4, let him be as the younger, 
and be that is chief as be that doth ſerve. The 
ſuperiority at which they were to aim was, the 
being more abundant and ſucceſsful in their la- 
Gohp to e the F aith and e of this | 
olpel. . 
"The glory. and enn of Chriſt our Lord 
are the prevalency of true Religion and Virtue 
amongſt Men to have numbers formed by the 
belief of his Goſpel, and a regard to his Exam- 
ple, to an exalted Piety, a generous Goodneſs, 
a ſtedfaſt Integrity, and an indifference to he 
low Pleaſures. and Intereſts of Senſe, and the 
animal "wy and thus In" to be WW 9 
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dns of Angels and bappy with ders en! pin in 3 
the preſence of God wg of the Lamb in his hea- | 
 venly Kingdom. By the beſt methods 10 pro- 


: ſj buſineſs of gur lives. And when a Miniſtes 

he Redeemer, of the worth of true Goodnel, 

and the importance and value of complete and 
everlaſting Bleſſadneſs; worldly honour, inte- 


| : reſt, and pleaſure, will appear trifles, in com- 
by Pariſon with the preſent bonaur and ſatisfacti on 


dhe the rewards, of our diligence and fidelity. 
and wealth to be acquited by dilgy 


4 Srevailing viced,. by walking in crgftineſt, and 
| his pleaſure, his ſtudy will be, by mani feſtalion 


; the Truths, and the practice of the Commands 


| the Spirit of his Religion, if 8 avoid 
the guilt of aſſuming Dominion over. the Faith 
has We. To, oh e el it over "the NO ng 


(36). 


mate theſe, ſhauld therefore be the great concern 
is poſſeſſed. with a juſt Senſe of his Obligations to 


f being approved of God in the faithful — * 
gion of theſe great Ends ; and with the e and 
Bleſſadneſs which in the everlaſting ſtate will 


Such a one will eably deſpiſe the popularity 
zuifing the 
Truchs of the Golpal, by countenancing fa- 
xourite errors and (uperſtitians, or humouring 


Handling the word- of God deceitfully; his aim, 
of: the J ruth to commend himſelf to God, bor to | 


every man's conſcience in the fight of God j 
Seer himſelf, and them that hear him. 
4. Our Endaavpurs to promote beg of 


.af Chriſt, muſt. be regulored by the [Rules and 


2 Con. iv. 2. 1 Tim, iy 16. . 8 
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the Flock. That is, he Qverſeers of the Church 


| muſt teach Chriſtians Humility, - Contentment, 
FT rA to the world, and other Virtues; | 


ot by uſurping Authority over them ; making 


wir poor, and by temporal p uniſhments hum 
bling them into a ſubebiſion to their dictates; 
but by manifeſting to them the goodneſs and 
amiableneſs of theſe Virtues in their own Tem- 


per and Conduct. And according to the ſame 


Apoſtle, they are to advance the belief of = 


Golpel, not by dictating to others, and requir- 
ing implicit Faith under penalty of Excommu- 
nication, Impriſonment, and Inquiſition Tor- 


- tures, thus puting hem in fear, but by being 
= * ready to render to every Man @ reaſon of the 
=O hope that is in them, with meekneſs and fear, 


Under pretence. that the Scriptures have not 


ſufficiently guarded againſt Herefies in certain 
matters, to contrive and impoſe unſcriptural 
Ce cedi as Tefts of Orthodoxy, and Terms of Cm. 
munion, and to ruin in their Credit and Intereſts 
all ſuch, who receiving the Scriptures will not 
ſubmit to our additional explications ; this is not 
only to lord it unjuſtly over our Brethren, but 
to reflect alſo on the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of 
our great Maſter ; as if he either could not, N 
would not, reveal important Truths in a cleat 


and fatisfaGiory- manner, but left his Goſpel i in 
want of our Or nu to 3 it a perfect 
dal of . 1 28 


3 
8 


7 * ! 4 b Py. 3 9 1 ( * car 
F * Pet. v. 3. & 1 Pet. iii. 18 
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If we endeavour. to ſatisfy the Regen of 


others, that the Sentiments we would have 
them embrace are really Doctrines of. Chriſt, 
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worthy of. God, and deſerving “ of all accepta- | 


tion from men, by demonſtrating their tenden- 
cy to perfect the human nature, to animate 


men to all goodneſs, and thus to prepare them 
for a divine happineſs; and to ingage men's 


obedience to the commands of Chriſt by prov- 


ing clearly, that they are his commands, are 
good in themſelves, that an Obedience to them 
is neceſſary to their preſent. ſelf-enjoyment, as 

well as to their final felicity, and that infinite 
will be the advantages flowing from obedience 


\ 


in the everlaſting ſtate—and if we ſtrive to con- 


vince them, that we beartily believe theſe Du- 
ties and Virtues thus important by our on 


peradlices, and by an eminency in them render 


the excellence of theſe Virtues ſtill more appa- 
rent and attractive, we ſhall thus beſt approve 
ourſelves the lervants of Chriſt, and by the 
methode, which he himſelf practiſed and pur- 


ſued, ſerve his Intereſt, and promote his 


| Kingdom. But without "firſt convincing the 
Judgment, and ingaging the Conſcience, to re- 
quire and exact imphirir Faith and Obedience, 


to urge men to profeſs what they do not be- 


lieve, or to practiſe, what they do not approve, 

by the temptations of worldly Profits or Ho- 
nours; or to ferriſy them from the contrary 
by Difgrace, Fines, Impriſonments, and corpo- 


ral Puniſhments—this is not only uſurping Da- 
; | s minion "4 


21 Tim, i. 15. Tit, il. 10, if. 8, 
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1 minion in 9 5 Ds I, of Chriſt, but + ae 
counteracting the great deſigns of it. Tis forc- 
ing men, by becoming hypocritical and vicious, to 
1 fubje&ts of Satan, and offenſive to God; in- 
ſttead of preparing them by the Love, Belicf, 
and Profeſſion of the Truth, and by the practice 
of all Honeſty, Goodneſs, and Piety, to be 
pleaſing to God, acceptable ſubjects to Chriſt, 
and partakers of that Heaven which he bath 
provided for ſuch. 5 


This may ſuffice to expoſe the evil of domi- 


| neering over the Faith, before an Audience, 
| who value, and and faft in the liberty wheres - 
with Chriſt hath made them free; and before Mi- 
niſters, whoſe avowed Principle and conſtant_ 
Practice have ſhown their utter Averſion to the 
thing, either in themſelves or chers. 5 ſhall d 

W proceed, | 


L 


II. To nent briefly one N Part of 
the minifterial Character, compriſed under 
theſe Words of the Apoſtle, being Helpers 

e your Foy. 'The following are ſome of. 
te chief Inſtances of this benevolent Diſ- 


5 poſition and Office. 


1. We are to help our Hearers to poſſeſ 1 
ſelves of the Joys of Faith.” There are few fa- 
tisfactions equal to thoſe which an honeſt 
Mind receives from a clear, rational, and ſtrong 
perſuaſion, of the great Truths of Religion. 
Upon good grounds to know, and be aſſured, 
: that N - and the World they behold 
| 13 c 5 Ky 
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and inhabit are tte productions OY an infinitely. 


” unceaſing Energy, ſupplies and governs all his 
Creatures by an infinitely wiſe and good Provi- 


Friend of the righteous, the grateful, the pious, A 
and benevolent, whom by the. beſt methods he 7 
is training u for the perfection of Goodneſs and ©) 


and Tranſgreſſions of the human Race ſent from ö ] 


Will, throu ch Chriſt, forgive fully all the 
penitent, affiſt and accept the ſincere, and not- 5 


them, after death, to a ſtate of complete, di- 


clearly to diſcern the evidences of theſe great 
Truths, and to be fully. aſſured of their Reality, 


ons 'of Life, and the Terrors of Death. 


and offer themſelyes to the ſerious and * 


(6289 


perfect Cauſe, who upbolds all things by his 


dence, is the ever preſent Father and Almighty. 


of Happineſs—who notwithſtanding the Follies 


Heaven his only Son, the brightneſs of his Glory, 
and the expreſs Image of bis Perfeftions, to ſave. 
them from Sin and Death, and to conduct them 

to Virtue, Piety, and Life Eternal—And who 


withſtanding their arp imperfections, receive 


vine, and never-ending Blefledneſs— Theſe are 
Truths fo great, ſo noble, and ſo intereſting, 
to frail and dying creatures, open. to numerous 
Evils, conſcious to many Tranſgreſſions; con- 
ſeious alſo to large and noble Capacities for 
Happineſs, and apprehenſive of Eternity ; that. 


inſpires a Joy which exalts the human Heart, 
animates to all Virtue, and raiſes the Believer 
above all the Temptations of Vice, the Afflicti- 


The evidences of theſe Truths are as abun- 
dant, as the Truths themſelves are important, 


— ' : + * 4 1 tive Fs 


„ 9 Minit thereſore are 
to be Helpers of their People's You, by e 
ing theſe evidences familiar to theit thoughts; 
and by leading them to obſerve the demonſtra- 
tions of the Perfections ang Providence of the 
= Deity in the frame and preſervation of the 
= world, and in the continually producing and 
g ſupplying innurnerable Creatures; the wiſe ad- 


WE jutment of the preſent Rate as a ſtate of Trial - 
por reaſonable and immortal Beings; and the 


abundant Proofs which we have, that Jeſus 
Chriſt, who confirmed all the Truths and Da= 
ties of natural Religion, and added to them 
ſuch noble Encouragements and ſuch glorious 
Hopes, was indeed authoriſed by that God, whom 

he reſembled in the perfect purity and-goodneſs 
of his Life, and who owned his Miſion while 
living by numberleſs Miracles, and * declared 
Bim to be his Son with power by raiſing bis from | 
the dead,” By aſſiſting even weaker - Capicities 
to comprehend the Proofs of Truths ſo lovely 


and fo important to all, by clearing the difficul- 


ties and objections Which are Sled) againſt ; 
them, and by often recalling their attention to 
the reaſons which ſupport them, Miniſters are 
to render their hearers ffrong in the Firth, and 
to be Helpers of their Foy. Pc 
2. They are to 4% their Peogle's I, by 
; miniſtring to them from the Scriptures ſuch a 
Light for the right conduct of Life, -as ſhall 
make their whole path of duty lain and ſtrait \ 

| en . It i is an an inciticable ns 


—— 


| to 


2 enen 4 


bee 


to moral Agents, who conſider themſelves as on : 
their Trial for everlaſting Felicity, to hive a 
diſtin& and comprehenſive view of their Duty, 
and to be rationally aſſured what way of acting 
in every part of life will render them fully ap- 
proved of God, and prepare chem to be happy 
for ever. For this purpoſe the l grace of God . 
appeared, bringing Salvation to all Men, teaching 
us, that denying ungodlineſs and qvordly lat, we 
ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in the 
preſent World: looking for that bleſſed hope, and 
_ glorious appearing of the great God, and our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, And the principal in- 
ſtances of Duty are eaſily diſcerned by every 
honeſt Mind. But to trace theſe general Pre- 
cepts into all their particular branches, and cer- 
tainly to diſcover what method of thinking and 
acting in every relation, and in all the varying 
circumſtances of human Life, is moſt worthy 
our Character as Men and Chriſtians is of the 
moſt - beneficial Tendency to others, and will 
moſt immediately diſpoſe our own minds to 


injoy the bleſſedneſs of Heaven This is a work 


which requires frequent, cloſe, and impartial re- 
flection, and a judicious conſideration of human 
Life, and of the different conſequences from 
different Actions — and eſpecially where our 
duty is plain, to diſcern it ſo clearly to be alſo 
our wiſdom and happineſs; and the pretences 
of Vice to preſent Satisfaction and Advantage 
to be fallacious, and her crooked and flowery. 
1 certainly _ in aL aha and 

wretch- 
of Tit. ii. 11. 


Tre 23 5 
5 wretchedneſs; as en make our ee to 
dur Duty chearful· and ſtedfaſt. This is not an 

| eaſy attainment to perſons ingaged in the necef- 


ſary Cares and Buſineſs of Life, though ſcarce © 


— 


- my thing be more important and deſirable. 
_ __ Miniſters therefore are to help their People 
. the Joys of ſuch a clear practical Knowledge, 
by firſt improving the Advantages which a re- 
tired and ſtudious Life gives for acquiring this 
| Knowledge from the Scriptures, from other ju- 
dicious Writings, and from Reflections upon 
themſelves, and upon human Life; and then 
communicating to others, what they have diſco- 
vered of the Extent and Obligation of our Lord's 
Precepts of Piety and Goodneſs; which reach 
to the regulation of every Paſſion, the im- 
ptovement of every Faculty, the anſwering every 
obligation of ſocial Life, and uſing well every 
advantage for doing good : and by making them 
ſenſible at the ſame time, that their Duty is their 
Intereſt, ® that W ;ſaom! s ways are ways of plea- 
_ ſantneſs, and ber paths peace; that in keeping 
God's Commandments there is a great reward; 
and that an imitation of the beſt of Beings in 
| Righteouſneſs, Goodneſs, Purity, and Truth, 
will aſſure them of his favour here, and prepare 


them for a divine Happineſs hereafter: And 15 


what an improvement would this give to the Joy 
of every well diſpoſed Perſon, willing to pleaſe 
God, to anſwer in ſome manner his Obligations 
to bim, to do good in Life, and prepare himſelf 
7 for complete CU in an approaching ſtate,” 

3 5 3. The 
| 2 Prov, i iii. 1. 7. Pha n p65 7 
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| „„ 
e The Joys of a good Conſcience are of the 
- nobleſt kind, and Miniſters muſt be Helpers 
of their People in attaining theſe Joys. The 
ſatisfactions mentioned under the two preceding 
heads are preparatory to theſe, and e 
in them, and nothing further is neceſlary to 
Chriſtians becoming happy in theſe, but Node 
purſuing ſteddily the dictates of their Faith, 
And their enlightened Conſciences. And, my 
Friends, what Joys can equal thoſe of a good 5 
Cynſcience? After a thorough a js to 
ſtand approved to our. own hearts, arid-upon 
- Wil grounds to. conclude that we are ap- 
he God To feel Gratitude, Love, Re- 
Sonation, and Devotedneſs to the greateſt and 
beſt of Beings prevailing in our boſoms; to be 
full of Faith, Love, and Subjection to the Son 
of God, the e of the World; to be ani- 
mated by the moſt generous Concern for the 
good of b /n to be conſcious not only 
co an uncorrupted Integrity but to a divine Be- 
nevolence, a tender Compaſſion, and an abound- 
ing Chatity to fect our Paſſions beat as temper- 
ately in regard to ſenſible and dying Intereſts 
and Enjoyments, as becomes immortal Beings ; 
and our Souls with: that high reliſh purſuing the 
ſatisfactions of Knowledge, Truth, Friendfhip, 
| Gods; 'and Devotion, which ſaits thoſe who 
hape ſoon to be happy in the perfection of theſe 
with * Angels: and Spirits made pegfeci—and to 
be thus qualified to look up to God with a full 
eurace of his Complaceny, forward 8 
| wit 


+ 


a Heb. xii. 22. Ron 1 


8 


8 Sith this 180 certainty, that all our Glut | 


1 Intereſts. are ſafe under his care, and 'on ward 
ſtill to Death and the everlaſting State with the 
noble confidence, that Death will prove” our 
great Friend, and Eternity alone be; the mea- 
| ſure of our Blefſedneſs. Theſe are "Joys, to aſ- 
ſiſt our Hearers in acquiring which is our great 
| Buſineſs a8 Chriſtian Miniſters, and for this 


. by 
E el, % the Fear 10 Love of God, . 5 l theo 


% 


to he Redeemer, and by a regard to his Vir- 


. tues, "Death, and Reſurtection; by the beauty 
and excellence of genuine Piety and Goodnefs ; 
by the aſſurance of- affiſfance from above in the 
noble attempt, and of divine acceptance ; and 
of obtaining univerſal Honour and immortal 
Bleſſedneſs at the general Judgment and - #3 
repreſenting farther the amiableneſs and worth 
of theſe diſpoſitions in our own Temper and 
Conduct; thus inviting and leading them to 
thoſe pute ſtreams of religious Joy, which run 
into an ocean of perfect and everlaſting Bleſſed- 
neſs. And not to multiply particulars.” 
4. There is the Foy of Hope, and we would 
i help thoſe who attend our Miniſtry, to re- 


joice 11 bope of the glory of God. The more di- | 


; Ainet our apprehenfions are of the nature and 
value of the heavenly Bleſſedneſs, and the clearer 
our conviction is of its certainty,” the higher 
Ng ons 1 or Phe riſe in the breaſt of every 
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one, who has ? exerciſed bimfelf to hee: 4 ; Con-- 
ſeience vod of Offence towards God and Man. 
Frequent and fpirited repreſentations derived 
from the Scriptures, of the nature, worth, and 
everlaſting duration of the promiſed Felicity, 
and as diftin® as our preſent ſtate will allow ; 
(wherein -aye-walk by Faith not by Sight) par- 
- ticularly as ariſing * rom an immortal health 
and beauty, and vigor of Body, and perfection 
of Mind, from the brighteſt and largeſt Views 
of. the Perfections and Works of the Infnite 
Eternal, till opening upon us for ever ; from 
the glorious preſence of God and of _ Jeſus, 
from the moſt tranſporting. ſentiments of Vene- 
ration, Gratitude, and Love to them, and from 
their full probation ; from an intimacy with 
Angels, a aal the redeemed, and ſeeing Mil- 

rr of Millions as perfect and happy, as the 

| moſt. generous heart can with them, exulting | 
in their Joy and contributing to their improve- 
ment in Bleſſedneſs; from our own. ee 
proficiency i in every great and good quality, and 5 
from an uncloaded certainty of our ſtill riſing 

higher in perfection and bliſs to Eternity ſu 

animated repreſentations of the heavenly Bleſ- 


ſedneſs, proved to be as. true as delightful, from 1 


the Nature and immenſe Benignity of the great 
Father of Spirits, from the capacities of the 
5 human Soul, from the Promiſes, Death and Re- 
ſu rrection of the Son of God, and from the 
e a Soul PIP, * the Fre pts of 


the 
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the Goſpel to injoy it's promiſed Felicity 


—ſach repreſentations will mightily inſpigit 
our Hearers to the practice of all Goodneſs, 
and their improvements in Goodneſs. will na- 
turally give them a more abundant .Enjoy- 
ment of the ſatisfactions of a good Conſcienge, 
and thus qualify them for the Triumphs af 
HFope, of a clear and rational Aſſurance that 
| they are © Heirs of God, and joint Heirs with 
Feſus Chriſt. Theſe are Joys, which mingled 
with the common pleaſures of life, will greatly 
Inrich them, will render the afflictions of life 


| ſearce ſenſible; and at the important ſeaſon, 


2 5 


dreadful Gloom and Deſpair, and when the 
whole World for Comfort will be found as no- 
thing, will inable a Man to triumph over Death 
like St. Paul. O Death, where is thy Sting? 
O Grave, where is thy Victory? I bave fought @ 
good fight, ] have fimſbed my courſe, I have kept 
the faith, henceforth there is laid wp for me a 
crown of Righteouſneſs, even Glory, Honour, and 
Immortality.; the reward aſſured to a patient 
continuance in well doing.' Come then ye kind 
miniſtring Spirits and conduct me to Paradife, 
Where abjent um the body T ſhall be preſent with 


the Lord; where is fulneſs of Fo 


or evermore!_ Li Pleaſures 


Ge they who by « is work of the 
Golf) Pits qualified for ſuch divine Joys, and 


for fuch glorious Hopes, which will never make 


when perſons deftitute of this Hope fink into a 


” * 


ie 
. 
, 
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| Cog Rom. viii. 2. 1 Cor. xv. LY 1. 2 Tim. iv. 2. Luks 
ul. 22. 2 Cor. v. 8. Plal. avi: ut, 1 - 
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en aſhamed. Thrice . he” Miniſters 
- who have been belpers to. many in acquiring 
' theſe, who have chearfully devoted. all their 
abilities and influence to this generous deſign; 

ho, Tp? regard remaining Life as greatly im- 
c Prove ble for ſuch noble purpoſes, and who can 
every day look forward with increafing pleaſure | 
to an approaching Eternity, the. Joys of which 
will infigitely ſurpaſs all their hopes and wiſhes. 
This Subject would afford us a . of im- 
rtant RefleFions, articularlarly on the noto- 
1 — racing l che Church of Rome ; and 
of others like them, who exerciſe. a. cruel Do- 
minion over the Faith of Chriſtians, and deſtroy 
Inſtead of helping their Joy; and on the con- 
. trariety of ſuch principles and conduct to the 
nature and defign of Cbriſtianity On our hap- 
pineſs as Diſſenters in being free from all * 4 
ation over Conſcience ; and on the goedneſs of 
dur Cauſe, Wich! is the Cauſe of religious Li- 
berty and genoine Chriſtianity, and founded on 
the ee Authority of Chriſt to be King and 
Lawgiver in his own Kingdom On the bene- 
volent and generous Deſign of the Chriſtian Mi- 
niſtry; and the Eſteem and Affection due to 
Chriſtian Miniſters, who faithfully purſue the 
"deſign of their office; and the like—But I omit 
inlarging on theſe, that 1 may aſk your Parent | 
10 to the two following Reflections. 
. Whas has been offered ſhould determine 
To 18 Laity, to aſſert at all times their Chriſtian | 
' "Liberty, and to ſee that their Miniſters keep 
"WIE We bounds of their Office ; ; and then - 
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as). 
oufly to encourage. them in ph thele du- 
1 Stand faſt. in the | Liberty . 9 
Gris bath made jou free. It is your glory to 
be dutiful Subjects to the Son of God, as your 
-Loxp i in matters of F aith and Conſcience, and 
to him only... Should any Miniſters then de- 
mand your implicit belief of their Dodtrines, 
without making it appear to you that they are 
the Doctrines of Chriſt; or ſhould they, under 
pretence that Scripture expreſſions | are obſcure 
or defective, impoſe their own explications of 
theſe, as Articles of Faith; ſhould they make 
new terms of Communion, which Chriſt The not 
made, or retending to a power of opening 
or Nuting 8 attempt to perſuade you, 
that it is not ſafficient to confeſs. your fins unto 
God, and by. a hearty repentance, through 
.Chriſt, to reconcile yourſelves unto him, but 
that you muſt alſo confeſs yourſelves unto them, 
and have their hands to your pardon — let them 5 
know, that they are not Lords, but Miniſters, 
not your Maſters, but your Brethren, while ne 
is your Maſter” even Chriſt ;; are appointed to in- 


ſtruct you in the Laws of Chriſt, not to make 


Laws of their own; and that you. will believe 

and regard them no further, than they approve ; 
themſelves faithful ſubjects of Chriſt our com- 
mon Lord, and endeavour to promote his ge- 
nuine Truths, and the praice, of, his Com- | 
mands. TT 
- 0a the _ . 8 ou juſtly refuſe 2 
1 to, Miniſters the W 0 Ke let none 

of 
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r e ihe e ih, aa 
expect that a Miniſter ſhould take his relicichs 
ſemiments from their dictates, and preach only 

_ they believe, not what after his beſt Ii. 
he is convinced Chtiſt hath revealed. If 
Miniftet appear ſerioufly and conſcientiouſly 

15 5 the Scriptures, as his rule of Faith, of 

| Preaching” and of living, and it be the great 

 defign of his Miniſtry to affiſt you in heactily 


| Killeving and pradiifing the great and uncon- 


troverted Truths and Duties of Chriſtianity, 
Dear candidly what he Has to offer in fivour of 
ſentiments wherein be may differ from you; 
and if he cannot eonvince you, not you convince 
him, agree to think differently as to theſe points, 


| "while you unite, and direct Four main Zeal to 


cher the Love of God, and the Faith and 
Love of the Redeerner, and to the practice of 
true Goodneſs in every Relation of Life, and 
your own beſt preparation for a bleffed Tmmor- 
tality. And ſhould his honeſt ſtudy of the 
Seriptures, and affectionate concern for your 
E 5 Salvation, lead him to declare againſt ; 
diſpo fitions and practice 3 to which you may be 
ticks ent; but which he apprehends may * 
fatal to your beſt Intereſt, PE ſteal of reg 
bim as your Enemy, for telling the ruth 
conſider impartially what 8 5 offers, and if he 
convinces you, imbrace the convidtion, and in- 
Courage him as the beſt of Friends; who with 
the manifeſt bazard of your difpleafure endea- 


Pours to fave you frotn the greateſtevils, and to 


; Fn your greateſt good, your eternal Sal- 
- Es ations 


Tae = 705 ee and Fen. 
| gious Truth, to the recommending and a 

| Tog teal Goodneſs, to that which tends to make 
| you moſt: happy here, and N bleſſed for 
exer, * generouſly i Gurage ſupport him, 
chat be may purſue his de us free from 
anxioug Cares and diſtracting Wants; and 155 a 

mm rejoice in your 14 9550 N 48 J NEL 


of your We + . 


.2. ls it, 1 Sl: 5 cur rut Crna 45 
Maiden, to be Helpers of our Peoples 
to aſſiſt them in poſſeſſing themſclyes 7 — 
nobleſt ſatisfactions here, and in preparing their 


advanc- 5 


| Minds for everlaſting Joys? Let the thought 


of this animate our Zeal, and chear our La- 
bours, inſpirit our Private Studies, and our 


publick Miniſtrations. There is a noble ſatil- 


faction attending every Inſtance of Kindneſs and 
Beneficence. To wiſh well to Mankind there- 
fore in their beſt, Intereſts, to contribute to their 


injoying the moſt valuable Satisfactions, and to 
their moſt complete Preparation for divine and _ 
immortal Joys, muſt yield us exalted pleaſures 


Wu preſent, and qualify us to be eminently. bleſ- 
| ſed in that world, where Goodneſs will be in- 

| finitely rewarded by the beſt of Beings, and 
1 e to me EO ciunghing in Na. F 1 2 
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=; -Examples, all pan? "in affi | 
1 thoſe*1 who are committed to our Chat 4 1 
Wo their” continual improvement, nd. | 
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